Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method in a client data processing system for managing network 
addresses, the method comprising: 

comparing a received network address from a current server for use in identifying the data 
processing system with a prior network address from a previous serve r, wherein the received network 
address is received at the client data processing system and wherein the prior network address is 
associated with the client data processing system : 

creating , at the client data processing system, a release data packet if the received network 
address is a new network address and the previous server is a different server than the current server, 
wherein the release data packet includes the prior network address and wherein the release packet 
contains instructions for the previous server to release the prior network address for reuse : [[and]] 

sending the release data packet to the previous server: and s e rver, wherein th e rel e ase data packet 
caus e s the pr e vious s e rv e r to r e l e ase th e prior n e twork addr e ss for r e us e - 
storing the new network address and an identification of the current server. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the current server and the prior server are dynamic 
host configuration protocol servers. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

initiating the creating step only after the new network address has been bound to the data 
processing system. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the received network address and the prior 
network address [[is an]] are Internet protocol addresses, addre s s. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the release data packet causes contains 
further instructions for the previous server to send an update to a domain name server to delete an entry 
mapping the prior network address to a name for the data processing system. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 furth e r comprising: storing wherein the new 
network address and [[an]] the identification of the current server are stored in a log. 

7. (Currently Amended) A client data processing system for managing network addresses, the data 
processing system comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes a set of instructions; and 
a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit executes the set of 
instructions to; 

compare a received network address from a current server for use in identifying the data 
processing system with a prior network address from a previous serve r, wherein the received network 
address is received at the client data processing system, and wherein the prior network address is 
associated with the client data processing system ; 

create , at the client data processing system, a release data packet if the received network address 
is a new network address and the previous server is a different server than the current server in which the 
release data packet includes the prior network address, and wherein the release packet contains 
instructions for the previous server to release the prior network address for reuse ; and 

send the release data packet to the previous server, in which th e r e l e ase data pack e t causes the 
previous serv e r to r e leas e th e prior n e twork addr es s for r e us e . 

8. (Currently Amended) A client data processing system for managing network addresses, the data 
processing system comprising: 

comparing means for comparing a received network address from a current server for use in 
identifying the data proc e ssing syst e m with a prior network address from a previous serve r, wherein the 
received network address is received at the client data processing system and wherein the prior network 
address is associated with the client data processing system ; 

creating means for creating , at the client data processing system, a release data packet if the 
received network address is a new network address and the previous server is a different server than the 
current server, wherein the release data packet includes the prior network address, and wherein the release 
packet contains instructions for the previous server to release the prior network address for reuse ; and 

sending means for sending the release data packet to the previous server, server, wherein th e 
release data packet caus e s the previous s erver to r e leas e the prior network address for reuse. 
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9. (Original) The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the current server and the prior server 
are dynamic host configuration protocol servers. 

10. (Original) The data processing system of claim 8 further comprising: 

initiating means for initiating the creating means only after the new network address has been 
bound to the data processing system. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the received network 
address and the prior network address [[is an]] are Internet protocol addresses, address. 

12. (Currently Amended) The data processing system of claim 8, wherein the release data packet 
causes contains further instructions for the previous server to send an update to a domain name server to 
delete an entry mapping the prior network address to a name for the data processing system. 

13. (Original) The data processing system of claim 8 further comprising: 

storing means for storing the new network address and an identification of the current server in a 

log. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer r e adabl e recordable-type 
medium for managing network addresses using a client data processing system , the computer program 
product comprising: 

first instructions for comparing a received network address from a current server for use in 
identifying th e data processing sy s tem with a prior network address from a previous serve r, wherein the 
received network address is received at the client data processing system and wherein the prior network 
address is associated with the client data processing system : 

second instructions for creating , at the client data processing system, a release data packet if the 
received network address is a new network address and the previous server is a different server than the 
current server, wherein the release data packet includes the prior network address and wherein the release 
packet contains instructions for the previous server to release the prior network address for reuse : and 

third instructions for sending the release data packet to the previous server, server, wherein the 
release data packet cau se s th e previous s erver to r e l e ase the prior n e twork address for reuse. 

1 5 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 4, wherein the current server and the prior 
server are dynamic host configuration protocol servers. 
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16. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14 further comprising: 

fourth instructions for initiating the creating step only after the new network address has been 
bound to the data processing system. 

17. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the received network 
address and the prior network address [[is an]] are Internet protocol addresses, address. 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the release data 
packet causes contains further instructions for the previous server to send an update to a domain name 
server to delete an entry mapping the prior network address to a name for the data processing system. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 14 further comprising: 
[[fifth]] fourth instructions for storing the new network address and an identification of the 

current server in a log. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim [[14]] 18, wherein the domain 
name server is located on a same data processing system as the previous server. 
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